
Granny Flats Exemption Explained 

A granny flat is a small, self-contained home that sits on the same property as a main house. It’s designed 
to complement the main dwelling. 

Anyone can live in a granny flat – they don’t need to be related to the people in the main house. 
 

 

The exemption enables eligible dwellings of up to 70m2 to be built without a building consent, provided 
they meet specific design & construction conditions & are built or supervised by licensed building 

professionals. 
 

 

It makes it easier for homeowners to build, through the removal of some of the regulatory barriers that may 
slow down or complicate the building process. 

 

Depending on the site-specific circumstances for the proposed granny flat, homeowners may be able to 
use the building and resource consent exemptions or may need to apply for a building consent and/or a 

resource consent. Eg if natural hazards like flooding overlays are present onsite. 
 

All of Cottage Co’s buildings meet the key design criteria for the exemption: 
• The building must meet the New Zealand Building Code 
• It must be new and stand-alone 
• It must be single storey  
• It must be classified as Housing – Detached Dwelling 
• Building completed by an LBP 

 

The new process (which we complete) for you looks like below: 
 
Before the build: Apply for a PIM (Project Information Memorandum) with council 

• Review the PIM, check if your building meets the exemption conditions or if building consent would 
need to be obtained 
 

• If a Building/Resource consent is required – we would obtain this before any building work can be 
started. 

o Building Consent Approvals (BCA) fee is approx. $2,000 + GST for building consent if required 
 

• Council Development Contribution Fees for your secondary dwelling will be notified at PIM stage 
 
After the build is completed – there is 20 working days to submit full building and plumbing/drainage plans, 
including any changes made to the design during construction. 

o Record of Works from Designer, Engineer, Builder needs to be supplied. 
o  
o Building work must be completed within 2 years of the PIM issue date unless an extension is 

granted 
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Cottage Co Pricing – 2026 April Onwards 

 

 

Provided that the land is relatively flat and that there’s suitable access to deliver the cottage, approximate local 
pricing incl GST based on your location would be below: 

*Please use our “instant quote” feature on the webpage for other prices across the South Island😊* 

Studio 1 bed Cottage 35m2 $225,000 

*includes foundations, delivery and GST 

Compact Classics 50m2 

-          Island Kitchen 

-          Galley Kitchen 

$285,000 

*includes foundations, delivery and GST 

Compact Modern 2 Bed 50m2 

-          No Back door 

$285,000 

*includes foundations, delivery and GST 

Compact Modern Cottages (with backdoor, landing 
and steps) 50m2 

• 1 Bed 50m2 

• 2 bed (50m2) 

* Upgrade to a closed in mudroom / porch with 
windows and aluminium panels - add $5,000 

 

$295,000 

*includes foundations, delivery and GST 

Large 2 Beds 65m2 

-          Back door, landing & steps 

* Upgrade to a closed in mudroom / porch with 
windows and aluminium panels - add $5,000 

 

$330,000 

*includes foundations, delivery and GST 

 

Please note that we cover all “cottage related” costs: 

• The cottage build 

• Cottage code of compliance and inspections with council (if required) 

We also include the below site-related costs: 

• Site check for access & delivery  

• Concreted pile foundations 

• Delivery and tie down, installation of deck, steps and baseboards 
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You will need to organise and pay for the other “site related” building costs (though we will help you with 
this). Please see below for costings. 

 

• Site placement & Services 

         - Site visit, cottage placement, services required (we have the same architect   we use and recommend for this) 

o Architect Fee = $4,200 + GST 

 

• Council Building Consent for your site (if required) 

       -  The architect will arrange for this and submit required documentation  

o Approx $2,000 + GST 

 

• Soil testing (if required)  

                     - to determine good ground for foundations and required for site building  consent. (The architect will 
arrange for this)  

o Approx $1,200 - 1,500 + GST 

 

• Council development contribution fee  

      -If a secondary dwelling) & not a farm.  

o These can range from $5,000 (rural sites) to $17,000 (town sites) 

 

• Organise to have your services set up/connected (water/waste/power/internet). 

-We will help you with this also 

 

We will help you with this every step of the way, and do the legwork and management so there’s no worries there. 
Costs are upfront and they are what they are. The PIM from council will answer most of the questions of whether 
your site will require a consent or be exempt. 

Any questions please check out our website for photos or give Katie a call – 0204747479 

Ethan should also be onsite – 027 422 1044 

Thanks for stopping by        
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